OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER - JUNE 2018.
Welcome to the latest edition of our monthly Newsletter. Stay informed on all the
exciting events and activities that happened in Obijackson Foundation this outgoing
month of June.
Happy reading!

SOCIAL WELFARE
When your environment is clean, you feel happy, motivated and healthy.
~Lialah Akita
Nothing is more important to a person's lifestyle than a clean home. One of the
ways to keep and maintain a healthy lifestyle is for individuals to ensure that their
environments are clean and habitable at all times. It has been proven that regular
fumigation of premises is one of the most effective ways of eliminating insects,
rodents and reptiles that are hazardous to human health, safety, growth and
happiness.
This month of June, the Foundation successfully sponsored the fumigation of the
rehabilitation homes we assist. Consequently, there has been a reduction in the
children's hospital visits and the children can now play and live happily in an
environment free of harmful insects and reptiles.

NUTRITION- Soup Kitchen
The act of giving expands one's entire life experience because nothing is
more fulfilling than one's capacity to give.~Phylicia Rashad
In addition to our monthly soup kitchen centres all over the nation, two riverine
communities - Umudora Anam and Omor were also visited this month. Umudora
Anam is one of the communities in Anambra West Local Government Area of
Anambra State. Omor is located in Ayamelum Local Government Area of Anambra
state. Both communities lie on the shores of the Omambala River and the
inhabitants are mostly local crop farmers and fishermen.
The people of Umudora Anam are cut off from the rest of the state as their roads
are waterlogged and inaccessible especially at the peak of the rainy season which
has greatly affected economic activities in the community and made poverty rife
amongst them.
Moved by the the pitiable condition of elderly people in these areas, the Foundation
has been consistently providing food items and cash allowance for them since
2012. During this month's activities, food items were shared to 44 beneficiaries in
these communities.

Soup kitchen at Umudora Anam Center

Soup kitchen at Omoh center

EDUCATION
"We make a living by what we get but we make a life by what we
give."Winston Churchill
According to United Nations Education and Scientific Organisation (UNESCO),
Nigeria has barely 60% literacy level for primary education and less than 20% for
tertiary education. Hundreds of thousands of potentially academically sound
children drop out of school annually due to poverty or demise of sponsors. The
report by National Bureau of Statistics recording over 67% of Nigerians as living
below the poverty line by January 2018, further justifies the literacy level. Poverty,
demise of sponsors amongst other factors militate against proper education
especially in rural areas.
However, to help reduce this ugly trend in our society, the Obijackson Foundation’s
Education department each year adds new beneficiaries to its scholarship scheme.
This 2017/2018 academic session, 6 new university undergraduates including a
beneficiary in Maidugari and another in Ile-ife were added to the scholarship
scheme after they had scaled through a series of screening and background
checks.
However, there are many more brilliant but indigent children out there who are
unable to get quality education that they deserve due to paucity of funds. You too
can help us send more people to school. To achieve this, you can key into the
brand new ‘OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION I-TRAIN SCHEME’. This special
scholarship category will give you the opportunity to contribute towards a better
society by sponsoring a child’s education. Kindly find details in the flier below.
Donors in this project will receive annual reports of both academic and moral status
of their trainee and have an opportunity to meet with them during our annual
scholarship beneficiaries meeting.
Let us be that beam of light that brings hope to some indigent children. Together,
we can build a brighter future for them.

HEALTH
"To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is
to have succeeded.” ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Before surgery

On December 19th, 2016 joy erupted in the family of Mr & Mrs Ikechukwu Eze from
Udi, Enugu state, when the family welcomed their third child and first son, named
Akachukwu. Four months after the birth of Akachukwu, the mother noticed a bulge
around the baby’s groin region. He was taken to a private hospital, and was
diagnosed of inguinal hernia, which will be surgically removed after his one year
birthday.
The highly discomforting bulge prevented him from learning how to walk properly
like other children. After his first birthday, his parents went back to the hospital,
where they were told to provide an amount in excess of Eighty thousand naira
(N80,000) for the surgery. This amount was unaffordable for the parents; the father
being an artisan while the mother is unemployed. They resorted to herbal
medicines to find a solution, which obviously proved unsuccessful.

They sought help from Obijackson Foundation, as their last resort. After
investigations and assessments, the Foundation took responsibility of the baby’s
healthcare and brought him to Obijackson Women and Children Hospital for quality
healthcare and Herniorraphy. During the pre-surgical investigations, the infant was
further diagnosed of Adenoid Hypertrophy, which required another surgical
procedure to correct.
However, in line with our vision of making quality healthcare accessible to the poor
and ensuring that every child has no health obstacle to living a fulfilled life, the
management graciously approved to bear the financial implications of the two
surgeries (adenoidectomy and hernia surgery), which cost over Three hundred
thousand naira (N300,000). The Adenoidectomy and the Herniorraphy were
successfully done at Obijackson Women and Children Hospital, Okija.

After surgery

The parents were so elated with the intervention by the Foundation.
“Words can’t describe how grateful, I am. I have feared the worst for my son, but
through the miraculous hands of Obijackson Foundation, my only son can now
enjoy a life without discomfort and develop like his peers. My God will continuously
bless the Foundation”--Ikechukwu Eze(father)
Less than a month after the surgery, Akachukwu has started taking his first baby
steps and is living a normal and happy life.

EMPOWERMENT
“Microfinance recognizes that poor people are remarkable reservoirs of
energy and knowledge, posing an untapped opportunity to create markets,
bring people in from the margins and give them the tools with which to help
themselves.” ~ Kofi Annan

Chidebere at her new shop in Nkwo Okija

Mmadu Chidiebere is 30 years old, and lives with her husband and 4 children in
Umuofor Okija, Anambra State. She is one of the March 2018 batch of Micro-credit
empowerment beneficiaries.

She was empowered with a loan to start her own business and currently runs a
plastic shop at Nkwo-Okija market.
With the new skills she learnt during empowerment training, Chidiebere hopes to
pay back her loans and expand as soon as possible.

ENVIRONMENT UNIT
“The only way forward, if we are going to improve the quality of the
environment, is to get everybody involved.” ~ Richard Rogers.
The KEEP OKIJA CLEAN project which commenced in May 2018 has been going
on successfully through workers who are dedicated to the service of keeping the
community clean and healthy for its residents.
A lot of bushes along the major roads in the community have been cleared and
blocked drainage desilted. The clearing of bushes and gutters is still ongoing, with
major roads and routes leading to Nkwo Okija market equally being swept on daily
basis except on Sundays. Obijackson Foundation waste bins have been distributed
and placed at strategic locations within the communities to encourage proper waste
disposal. Waste generated within the communities are properly evacuated every
week to a Government approved dumpsite in Ihiala L.G.A. Continuous
enlightenment campaign is also ongoing to educate the community on proper waste
disposal.
This new department has helped immensely in the creation of a healthy and
habitable environment for residents within Okija. It has also helped with job creation
for youths in the community as they no longer have to idle away daily.

Workers cleaning the environment

ONE GIRL; ONE PAD CAMPAIGN

We are still appealing for donations towards The Obijackson Foundation One girl,
One pad campaign. We greatly appreciate the contributions of those who have
indicated interest in supporting this campaign. However, more benevolent
donations will be appreciated to help us cover our vast target population and
achieve our objective of providing 1000 sanitary pads monthly to secondary school
girls in Okija.
Without your donations, this new campaign which has brought alot of smiles to the
faces of young girls in school will be discontinued.

APPRECIATION

We would like to thank the following for their kind donations and help to the
Foundation in the month of May;
1. Mr.
Srinivas
Dudala
Project
Manager,
Energy
Works
and
Technology
for
his
kind
monthly
donations
to
the
Foundation.
2. Mr
Udeogaranya
Arinze
Clifford
for
his
generous
donation.
3. Mr

Andrew
ObiNjoku
MD,
B&Q
dredging
and
Marine
services
for
his
steadfast
donations
to
the
Foundation.
We pray God rewards you abundantly for your wonderful gifts and as you
remember the less privileged in our society, God will remember you in your time of
need.

"Our greatest weakness lies in giving up. The most certain way to succeed is
always to try just one more time." ~ Thomas A. Edison

For more information and for latest updates on the numerous activities of the
Obijackson Foundation all over Nigeria, please visit our website www.obijacksonfoundation.com, like our Facebook page @ObijacksonFoundation or our Instagram
handle @ObijacksonFoundation.
For inquiries, kindly call us on +2349063224876 or mail us info@obijackson-foundation.com
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