OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION
NEWSLETTER- JANUARY 2019.
Dear Sir/Madam,
Happy New Year!!
We hope that your Holiday season was a great one
and that 2019 is an even better year for you.
Thanks for taking a moment to read our newsletter.
In this SPECIAL EDITION issue, we will be updating
you on the various activities that took place in
December 2018 from our exciting and colourful
children Christmas party, to our Christmas rice and
beans distribution to various town in Anambra and beyond; winners of the keenly
contested Inter-secondary school debate and football tournament and also we will
be introducing you to the Foundations new brand ambassadors.....
It’s the start of a new year, various departments took the opportunity to reflect on
what was accomplished in the past year and what we will be looking forward to in
this new year.

Dr. Franklin Odini (MBBS, MMCPH, FWACP)
Chief Operations Officer

SOCIAL WELFARE
"Sometimes even the greatest joys bring challenge, and children with special

needs inspire a very, very special love." - Sarah Palin
2018 was a successful year. All through the year, we worked with the following
rehab homes; St. Joseph home Oraifite, Rehabilitation Center For The Disabled Old
And Tramp (RECDOT) Ozubulu, St. Joseph home Fegge, Jesus Abandoned home
Oraifite, Juvenile Correctional Institute & Child Care Unit (Ibadan Mercy Home),
Special Education Center Oji River, Enugu state and Lagos state Vocational and
Rehabilitation Center, Ikorodu. The Obijackson Foundation supported these homes
through a constant bulk donation of diapers, bags of rice, bags of beans, toiletries,
cash and beverages. Our continuous support has helped lessen the burden of
catering for the children and motivates the caregivers to carry out the good work of
mercy by caring for these special children in these homes.
We went a step further by opening a home for Children with special needs in
August 2018 called ADAEZE'S PLACE. The home is well equipped with modern
facilities to make it very comfortable for special needs children. Their nutritional and
medical needs are well taken care of to give them the chance to develop properly.
Currently, we have 2 children in the home.

With your support, we hope to make more impact on the children and also make
these homes a better place this year.

HEALTH
"Always be willing to lend a helping hand to others. You may be the only
person who cares enough to help." ~ C.Tang.
2018 was a challenging, but yet fulfilling year for the medical unit. In collaboration
with the team of medical professionals from Alliance for Vision and the Ophthalmic
team of University of Nigeria, Enugu Campus (UNEC), The foundation conducted a
free Eye Screening campaign in Okija, which had 306 persons from various places
screened and treated for various eye issues. Free eyeglasses and drugs were
given to screened beneficiaries. Obijackson Foundation followed up with other
cases that needed special attention. 12 persons underwent successful pterygium
and cataract surgeries at Obijackson Women and Children’s Hospital Okija and
University of Nigeria Teaching Hospital, Ituku-Ozalla respectively.
We donated relief materials, cash, mobility aids including wheelchairs and crutches
to various persons living with disabilities. We extended our hands of service to
rehabilitation centres and disabled groups such as Oji Lepers’ Colony, Jesus
Abandoned Charity Home, Oraifite, Joint National Association of People with
Disabilities (JONAPWD), Ihiala council area chapter.

The One Girl; One Pad project was a resounding success despite its suspension
due to lack of sponsors. We sensitized and distributed sanitary pads to all
secondary schoolgirls of menstrual age in Okija.
We sponsored, monitored and ensured that 16 medical cases of indigent persons
including surgeries such as mastectomy, hemimandibulectomy, adenoidectomy,
herniorrhaphy, pacemaker change, caesarean section, ankle manipulation etc.
were all successful; We also signed a Memorandum of Understanding, with Our
Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Ihiala which amongst other benefits has a 10 percent
discount for any medical cases incurred by Obijackson Foundation beneficiaries at
the hospital from November 2018 to November 2028.
With your support in 2019, we will do more and hope to continue the One girl; One
Pad project. Following the success and impact of our Free Eye screening and
treatment, we will do another edition this year, and we hope to reach out to a bigger
audience through outreaches and campaigns about prevalent health challenges in
our communities such as Mental health, Hypertension, Cancer, Diabetes, Drug
abuse etc. We will equally continue to make ourselves available for the health
needs of indigent persons so that no individual will be denied of quality healthcare
because of financial impediments

Free eye screening campaign

Donations to Oji leprosy colony in Enugu

NUTRITION: Soup Kitchen
"Shine your light and make a positive impact on the world; there is nothing
so honorable as helping improve the lives of others.." ~ Roy T. Benett.
At the end of the year 2018, we had a total of 611 beneficiaries in the Soup Kitchen
and Home Bound Program. Throughout the year, these people were provided with
food items and relief materials on monthly basis. We also covered prisons in
Anambra and Lagos State namely; Nigerian Prison Service in Nnewi, Ekwulobia,
Onitsha, Awka in Anambra and Ikoyi prisons in Lagos. 8 Rehabilitation Homes in
Anambra, Oyo and Lagos State were also supported.
As the new year unfolds, we look forward to continue improving the quality of lives
of rural poor through various intervention programs and widening our locations of
coverage. Our activities for 2019 have commenced with the monthly visitation of
Homebound and Soup Kitchen beneficiaries in January 2019.
With your support, we aim to reach out to more people in more towns around the
country with more items that will impact positively on their existence.

Christmas rice and beans distribution

Beneficiaries with their christmas gifts

EDUCATION
"No other investment yields as great a return as the investment in education.
An educated workforce is the foundation of every community and the future
of every economy."~ Brad Henry

Aside from performing its basic task of ensuring the fees and other academic
related dues of our scholarship beneficiaries were paid, The Education department
of the Obijackson Foundation broke new bounds by expanding it's tentacles in more
projects while consolidating on past successes of our annual events in 2018.
The scholarship scheme witnessed some changes in 2018, with a new policy set up
to ensure scholars with poor results are dropped temporarily pending improved
grades. This led to the need for a compulsory forum where beneficiaries meet and
are reassessed for a new session. Moreover, with nine people exiting the scheme
in 2017 having graduated, ten new beneficiaries were added to the scheme in
2018. (Six University students, three in secondary school and an outstanding
primary school pupil whose first term result is attached.)
The Education department also held the second edition of the UTME extramural
classes and CBT training for JAMB hopefuls. The unit anchored a first of its kind
coding training in partnership with Google and Techquest tagged "Teach a kid to
code" as well as host an Inter-school Igbo Debate and Football competitions. These
projects in 2018 was extended from Ihiala L.G.A to accommodate three more
L.G.As in Anambra State.
In 2019, to improve the impact of the scholarship scheme, the unit will ensure
beneficiaries will be coached and counseled especially for those with shaky grades
or ill morals.
Various academic activities and projects lined up for 2019 include but not limited to,
Universal Tertiary Matriculation Examination (UTME) extramural classes and
Computer Based Test (CBT) training for 2019 UTME hopefuls, primary schools
health and hygiene campaign, Inter-school games and the third edition of the Igbo
debate competition. The Igbo Debate Competition which continues to get positive
reviews will be expanded to accommodate all interested schools in Anambra State
and place the Foundation in the map as a major stakeholder in the promotion of
Igbo language and culture among youths.

EMPOWERMENT

Newly empowered beneficiaries

"Microfinance stands as one of the most promising and cost-effective tools
in the fight against global poverty."~ Jonathan Morduch
It was a great year for the Empowerment department of the Foundation as we held
two successful training programs with over 200 participants in attendance; 50 more
small enterprises were set up and supported. Some of our beneficiaries who have
completed their payment received additional loans to expand their businesses, and
over two million naira loan sum was repaid by the beneficiaries.
We look forward to 2019 as we hope to continue to be a social change catalyst in
reducing poverty by empowering the less privileged and transforming one family at
a time.

SPECIAL EVENTS
COMMISSIONING OF ENVIRONMENT AND AGRIC UNIT
The Keep Okija Clean project is going on successfully and the workers employed
through the Obijackson Youth Empowerment Scheme are dedicated to the service
of keeping the community clean and healthy for its residents. In same vein, the
Agriculture unit which is also part of the Obijackson Youth Empowerment Scheme
has continued in their quest to be the food basin of Okija and environs.
The GMD commissioned the ‘KEEP OKIJA CLEAN” and AGRICULTURE" projects

on 28th December, 2018 at St.Peter's stadium Okija. After opening remark and
welcome address by the CEO, Prof. Rich Umeh, Peace Ojiakor- head of the
environment unit in her speech emphasized on the importance of keeping the
environment clean. She also said that a new enforcement method will be put in
place to ensure maximum cooperation by Okija residents in helping to keep Okija
clean thereby making it healthier and more habitable. The Head of Agriculture unit,
Engr. Christian Udeozor expressed joy that the youths are being kept busy and
assured the GMD that they will continue to help solve the food needs of the society
through the farm project.
The GMD said that the sole aim of the project was to empower Okija youths and
keep them off the street. He equally encouraged the youths to work hard and be
dedicated to their duties. The new waste bins were deployed and placed at
strategic places after the event. He commended the staff of the Agriculture unit for
the bountiful harvest of yam, they had during the previous year. He assured them of
his continuous support to ensure that they break new grounds.

The G.M.D Obijackson Group during the commissioning of the galvanized waste bins

Top Picture: Environment unit group picture with the G.M.D Obijackson Group and Head of Environment unit,
Peace Oijakor . Picture below: Agric Unit group picture with the G.M.D Obijackson Group and Head of Agric
Unit, Christain Udeozor

OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION INTER-SECONDARY SCHOOL
TOURNAMENT ENDS IN STYLE
Okija Grammar School emerged champions of the 2018 Obijackson Foundation
inter-secondary Football tournament held on 27th of December, 2018 at St. Peter’s
Stadium Okija.
The tournament started on October 5th and had 24 teams from Ihiala and
Ekwusigo Local Government Area in Anambra State. Kings Secondary school Ihiala
overcame Community Secondary School Ihembosi in the third place match and
were given a cash price of N200,000.
The final was an enthralling encounter, as fans were kept at the edge of their seats
with entertaining football for the duration of the match. Boy’s secondary school

Oraifite scored the first goal of the encounter, but Okija Grammar School, who
never relented found their way back and scored five goals to defeat the boys from
Oraifite 5-1 to win the third edition of Obijackson Foundation inter-secondary school
football tournament.
The Gold medalists were given a cash prize of one million naira, while the silver
medalists were awarded a cash prize of four hundred thousand naira. The Group
Managing Director of Obijackson Group, Dr Ernest Obiejesi, his lovely wife Barr.
Mrs. Nnenna Obiejesi and other dignitaries added colour to the event with their
presence. The finale also featured cultural dancers from Divine secondary school
Ihiala and Holy Family Comprehensive College Okija who entertained guests before
kickoff and half time of the match.

Top picture: L-R, Okija Grammar school football team, the G.M.D Obijackson Group and
Boy's secondary school Oraifte football team group picture before kick-off. Picture below:
Okija Grammar School winners of the inter-secondary school football tournament 2018.

CAROL STANDARD WINS THE 2ND EDITION OF THE
OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION INTER-SECONDARY SCHOOL
IGBO DEBATE

As a follow-up to the success of the maiden edition of our Inter-schools Igbo Debate
Competition for schools in Ihiala L.G.A; 2018 saw the competition expand to 4
L.G.As. All secondary schools in Ihiala, Ekwusigo, Nnewi North and Nnewi South
which makes up Nnewi Education Zone of Anambra State were invited for this
year's event. The expansion led to an increase in the number of participating
schools (58) by over 100 percent, and made the competition more fierce in the
latter stages and expanded our tenets to other parts of the state. After five keenly
contested rounds, Carol Standard Convent Secondary School Ichi, Ekwusigo L.G.A
emerged winners in the December 25th grand finale, having won Royal
International Secondary School Okija, Ihiala L.G.A. The winners were awarded
prize money of N250,000 while the runner-ups were awarded N150,000.
The project is aimed at empowering students with debating and public speaking
skills, promotion of Igbo language among students which is one of the cardinal
objective of the Foundation and broadening the minds of the students intellectually
while building healthy competition. The 2019 edition might witness a further
expansion to accommodate more schools while the 2018 winners will be supported
in setting up an Igbo club in their school as well as the students becoming our Igbo
ambassadors amongst secondary school students.

Top picture: Winners of the Inter secondary school debate Carol Standard Ichi with the GMD and
GED Obijackson group. Picture below: Ist runner-up, Royal International secondary school Okija
reciving their cash price from the GMD and GED Obijackson Group.

CHILDREN CHRISTMAS PARTY 2018
"Christmas! 'Tis the season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall, the
genial fire of charity in the heart." - Washington Irving
Christmas is the best opportunity to create lifelong memories for children. The
Obijackson Foundation hosted her 5th annual Christmas party at the Obijackson
Sports Arena on the 25th of December 2018. We hosted over 6,000 children for the
Christmas party. The children proceeded from Okija, the rest of Ihiala L.G.A and as
far away as Nnewi to enjoy this occasion.
Obijackson Foundation provided a fun-filled atmosphere with numerous activities
ranging from cultural dances, debate competition, gift sharing and traditional
wrestling; Minions, Santa Claus, Barney and friends, Minnie and Mickey Mouse
were all present to entertain the kids. With support from some partners like Access
Bank PLC, WAMCO and Novo Health Africa, expectations were exceeded as the
event was very successful despite the large turnout of over 6,000 wonderful

children, which included specially challenged children from Adaeze's Place Ihiala
and Jesus Abandoned Rehabilitation home Oraifite Anambra State. Gifts were
handed out to each child and they all went home very happy.

L-R Prof. Rich Umeh, Dr Muomalu,(middle) G.M.D and G.E.D Obijackson Group, Mr.
Emmanuel Obiejesi and Barr. Muomah cutting of the Christmas cake with children
during the party.

Top picture: Santa giving gift bags to children;Picture below: Children waiting to enter the
event arena

CHRISTMAS RICE AND BEANS DISTRIBUTION
As part of the yuletide activities for the year 2018, Obijackson Foundation shared
rice, beans and cash to its beneficiaries. Prior to this, a thorough screening of
indigent beneficiaries with a modified 2016 Progress out of Poverty Index (PPI)
standard screening tool was carried out to ensure that the items get to the intended
population - the very downtrodden in our community.
The 2018 distribution of christmas rice and beans was carried out in over 30 towns
across 4 Local Government Areas in Anambra State(). The towns include Okija,
Ihiala, Uli, Amorka, Azia, Orsumoghu, Lilu, Mbosi, Isseke, Mbosi, Ubuluisiuzor, Alor,
Nnobi, Ogwuaniocha, Omor, Anam. Others are Ukpor, Amichi, ichi, Osumenyi,
Utuh, Azigbo, Ekwulumili, Unubi, Ebenator, Ezinifite, Akwaihedi, oraifite,
ozubulu,ihembosi and Oji River in Enugu State, etc. 25kg bags of rice and 10kg
bags of beans were shared out to over 5,000 accredited beneficiaries. Through this
noble project, the Obijackson Foundation ensured that no indigent home in the
stated location was left without food for the Christmas celebration.

FACE OF OKIJA 2018 EVENT
The 5th Edition of the face of Okija cultural pageant was held on the 29th of
December 2018 at the Obijackson Sports Arena, Okija. The cultural pageant which
started in 2013 is aimed at upholding the values of Ndi Igbo and promoting Igbo
language and cultural heritage. The event saw the emergence of Miss Oluchi
Blessing Nwizugbo a graduate of History and International relations from Ebonyi
State University and Promise Unachukwu Chidi a graduate of Accounting from
Chukwuemeka Odumegwu Ojukwu University as the winner female and male
category respectively.
The glamorous event was attended by royal fathers including Ooni of Ife:- Oba
Adeyeye Ogunwusi Enitan, Igwe Emeka Okezie; Igwe Okija and other dignitaries.
Renowned anti-corruption activist and acclaimed speaker Prof. Patrice Lumumba
and literary giant Chimamanda Adichie were the guest speakers, in line with the
theme of the event titled: ‘Re-Engineering our morals the African way’. They harped
on the rich cultural values of Ndi Igbo and encouraged Igbo youths to be
hardworking and committed in their pursuit of success despite the odds.
The GMD and founder of Obijackson Foundation, Dr. Ernest Azudialu emphasised
that the Face of Okija was birthed to revive the dying Igbo language and culture. He

further stated that the pageant has helped put Okija positively in the world map.
He presented a cash prize of N1 million each to the winners and an official vehicle
to aid them swiftly discharge their functions as Brand Ambassadors of the
Foundation. He advised them to be worthy ambassadors of Igbo language and
Obijackson Foundation by using their new position to promote Igbo language and
culture and be of selfless service to humanity.
Multiple award-winning musicians Davido, Zoro and other musicians were among
the entertainers that added fun to the event with their epic performances.

Winners Face of Okija 2018 King (Unachukwu Chidi Promise) and Queen (Nwizugbo Oluchi Blessing)

L-R: Ooni of Ife Oba Adeyeye Enitan Ogunwusi, the G.M.D Obijackson Group (second right) Dr. Ernest
Azudialu-Obiejesi, the new Face of Okija King(Unachukwu Chidi Promise) and Queen (Nwizugbo Oluchi
Blessing), H.R.M Igwe Emeka Okezie and the G.M.D Obijackson Group Barr. Mrs. Nnenna Obiejesi

Renowned African speakers Prof. Patrice Lumumba and Chimamanda Adichie at the Face of Okija
event

“Develop an attitude of gratitude this year, and give thanks for everything
that happens to you, knowing that every step forward is a step toward
achieving something bigger .”- Brian Tracy

For more information and for latest updates on the numerous activities of the
Obijackson Foundation all over Nigeria, please visit our website www.obijacksonfoundation.com, like our Facebook page @ObijacksonFoundation or our Instagram
handle @ObijacksonFoundation.
For inquiries, kindly call us on +2349063224876 or mail us info@obijackson-foundation.com
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