OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION
NEWSLETTER - AUGUST, 2019
Dear Friend and Colleague,
Welcome to the latest edition of our monthly Newsletter. In this edition, we present
updates on the Basic Education Drive, the Upcoming Football Tournament, the Widows
support program, the Youth Empowerment program and other life-changing activities
carried out by the Foundation in August.
Dr. Frank Odini
Chief Operations Ofcer

BASIC EDUCATION DRIVE
The month of August has brought an end to
the 2018 academic year and come
September 2019, academic institutions will
commence the 2019/2020 session. The
scholarship scheme of the Foundation will
commence a brand new project termed
the “Obijackson Foundation Basic
Education Drive” focused at getting out of
school children and those at the verge of
dropping out due to paucity of funds back
in school. With recent reports pegging - 'out
of school' children in Nigeria, at over 10
million, urgent interventions are needed
across board to stem this downward spiral.
Our target population are children in the
rural areas who are unable to get quality
education that they deserve due to
paucity of funds. Our pilot catchments
areas are over 30 rural communities in
Anambra and Enugu State. In line with the

Universal Basic Education (UBE) initiative,
our envisioned beneciaries are those
between the compulsory basic education
levels of primary 1 to Junior Secondary
School Class 3. We are currently scouting for
partners to help us actualize our goal of
5000 children enrolled and kept in school in
3 years.

“Knowledge is power. Information is liberating. education is the
premise of progress, in every society, in every family” - Ko Annan
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As a reminder of our plea, you can sponsor a child’s fees and stationery supply for one
academic session with N9,000 using the ‘OBIJACKSON FOUNDATION I-TRAIN SCHEME’. This
is a special scholarship category which will give you the opportunity to contribute towards
a better society by sponsoring a child’s education.

FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT

Okija Grammar School - Winners of the 2018 Edition

“Football is the ballet of the masses” - Dmitri Shostakovich

Football is the most widely followed sport
world-wide and Nigeria is not an exception.
Education is meant to be all inclusive such
that physical and health education is not left
out in curriculum development. To ensure that
these children who we always design
academic and morals related programs for
get a time off for fun and also for physical and

health well-being, we organise an
annual football competition for
secondary schools in Nnewi zone. This
year’s tournament will feature
secondary schools in Ekwusigo, Ihiala,
Nnewi North and Nnewi South L.G.A’s of
Anambra state. The competition has
over the years featured top draw talents
from the region with two best players of
the 2014 edition getting trials for the
Nigerian under-17 team camp. The best
players from this year upon completion
of secondary education will also get a
trial opportunity at Papilo Fc Owerri. The
competition nals will be in December at
the St Peters Stadium, Okija tentatively in
27th December.

WIDOWS SUPPORT PROGRAM
Widowhood as a result of a spouse death is
one of the events of life which many
women go through. Losing one’s husband
at any point in time (whether as a young or
old woman) is not a thing of envy in Africa.
According to a report of United States
Bureau of Statistics (2008), there are seven
million widows globally every year. The
increasing population of widows in Nigeria
in particular, in recent times have become
an acknowledged social problem. Our
observation in the rural communities of
Ogbaru, Ayamelum, Anambra West, Ihiala,
Ekwusigo and Idemili South Local
Government Areas of Anambra State and
Oji River in Enugu State shows that one in
every ve woman above the age of 40 is a

widow and 70% of them are living below the
poverty line. These women are economically
disempowered, faced with nancial
constraints and can scarcely provide
adequate meals for their struggling families.
They remain amongst the most vulnerable
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“The most painful goodbyes are the ones that are never said and never
explained.” - Widows Forum
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members of our immediate society; hence, it is imperative that we contribute our quota to
uplifting these indigent widows. Presently, we support over 480 widows through our
monthly soup kitchen program with seed funds for business, entrepreneurship trainings
and others. This month of August and in conjunction with Lady Chukwudum, 50 clothing
materials were donated to selected widows in our target population. This is in addition to
other supplies provided for those on our lists.

EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM
The Youth Empowerment Program is part of the
Empowerment Program where employable
youths are trained in skill acquisition for a period
of time; and based on their performance are
granted paid employment in various vacant
positions in
different companies.
So far, over 100 youths have been trained under
the program at no cost to the participant and 46
of them have been employed.

Some youth empowerment beneciaries (Trainees
Hammakopp)

“You cannot have faith in people unless you take action to
improve and develop them.” - Sumantra Ghoshal

This month the Foundation carried out a follow-up visit to see how some of the beneciaries
are faring and here is an excerpt of what they had to say: Denisa Obiamaukwu works at
Hammakopp Consortium as an Administrative Ofce Assistant. She was one of the
contestants at the Face of Okija Cultural Festival in 2014. During our discussion with her she
said she had been following the Foundation activities closely which was how she found out
about the Youth Empowerment program. She participated in the screening exercise in
2018 and was selected for training. She further stated that this is her rst job experience and
she is elated as it has given her work experience and enabled her to further her studies
(Master’s Degree) with the aid of her monthly pay.
Okonkwo Chinedu trained as a mechanic and due to his performance was retained to
work in the Maintenance department in Hammakopp Consortium. Before taking part in
the training exercise he said he was a technician and was not doing very well so when he
heard about the Youth Empowerment Program, he grabbed the opportunity and was
luckily selected. He stated that with this job opportunity, he has learnt how to operate
machines, and can now cater to his needs and that of his family.
Victory Emeakayi is one of the batching plant operators at Hammakopp Consortium. She
is a fresh graduate who just nished her youth service in 2018 and was fortunate to hear the
good news of the Obijackson Foundation Youth empowerment program from her friend.
She participated and was amongst those selected. She says she is grateful for the
opportunity to acquire skills people pay to acquire and be employed after the training
exercise, so she did not have to wait a long time at home like some graduates before
getting a job.
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The aim of the Empowerment Program is to be a social change catalyst in reducing
poverty by empowering the less privileged and transforming one family at a time.
Therefore, it is a delight to see these young men and women learning and growing at their
various job positions and the Foundation wishes to give more
disadvantaged youths such opportunities to thrive in their families and communities at
large.
Like Franklin Roosevelt said "We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can
build our youth for the future”.

AGRICULTURE

Layer hens

“Famine was the mark of a maturing agricultural society, the very
badge of civilization” - Richard Manning

Agriculture is the key development in the rise
of sedentary human civilization, whereby
farming of domesticated species creates
food surpluses, the dire need for agriculture
cannot be overemphasized. The 3 structures
in the farm are making good progress. The
PIGGERY section has 9 pregnant sows who
will bring forth piglets in the next month, one
of the pregnant sows brought forth 4 piglets
on the 28th of August.

The POULTRY section has over 350 layer hens already laying eggs, and the broilers will be
due for sale in the next month. 10 new battery cages for the layer hens will arrive the farm
before the month ends.
In the FISHERY section, the juvenile shes are now weighing almost a Kilogram each, with
that, marketing will start as soon as possible and extra four sh ponds will be added to the
existing giant sh ponds before the month runs out bringing the total sh capacity to 6000
shes.
The Horticultural crops are developing well. Some of the cassavas have been harvested
and processed, the plantains have also been harvested, yams will be due for harvest by
the end of the year. Good manure circulation plan from our 3 structures have been
considered for healthy plant growth.
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REHABILITATION HOME SUPPORT
As part of the Rehabilitation Home Support
program, the Foundation has adopted Adaezes
place Ihiala as one of the homes we will render
support to for a 3 year renewable period. This is in
addition to the homes we currently support in
Ibadan, Anambra and Enugu. This is to ensure
that the special children in the home get the
utmost care needed for their development. The
home currently serves as home to 5 special
children and we are championing a support
drive for them. Results of this support drive has
already started yielding fruit as The 'Gender and
Charity Corpers' Group' visited the home in June
2019 and out of their benevolence donated a
carton of indomie, 1 pack of tissue, 2 rols of
satchet milo, 2 rolls of satchet Dano milk, 1 pack
of detergent, 10 bars of soap, 1 Pack of sugar
and some biscuits.

Corpers on a charity visit to the home

“There is no greater disability in society, than the inability to
see a person as more.” - Robert M. Hensel

ENVIRONMENT
Ensuring the cleanliness of our environment
guarantees our day-to-day healthy living. The
KEEP OKIJA CLEAN project is thriving well and the
workers employed through the Obijackson
Youth Empowerment Scheme are dedicated to
the service of keeping the community clean
and healthy for its residents.

Corpers on a charity visit to the home

“Where the quality of life goes down for the environment,
the quality of life goes down for the humans.”
- George Holland

Another awareness campaign was carried out
in Okija community to sensitize the indigenes
and residents of Okija on the need to properly

bag their wastes before disposing them in the “keep Okija Clean” waste bins provided for
the community. We went ahead to provide them with free refuse sacks to the traders along
the major roads, and also the residents to aid compliance.
Roads, drainage and roadside bushes are cleared on daily basis. Waste materials
generated in Okija community are evacuated weekly and are properly dumped at a
government approved dumpsite.
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APPRECIATION
“A kind gesture can reach a wound that only compassion can heal.” - Steve Maraboli

1. We are thankful to Mr Uche Akano for his monthly donations to Obijackson Foundation.
2. We also are grateful to the Gender and Charities Corpers CDS group for their donations
to Adaezes place.

SEPTEMBER UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
1. Ikorodu weekly Food outreach every Saturday
2. Launching of the Obijackson Foundation Basic Education Drive program
3. Anambra widows, lepers and aged peoples support programs
4. Ebute Metta Lepers Colony visitation.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
The Food bank program of the Obijackson
Foundation will soon be agged off. This
program aims to raise food item donations to
support our numerous soup kitchen
interventions. With the worsening conditions in
the country, more families slip into extreme
poverty and the numbers we cater for keep
increasing exponentially.
Kindly contribute your quota to humanity by
donating your spare food items to this project at
our numerous food donation centres.

“Anyone who has ever struggled with poverty knows how
extremely expensive it is to be poor.” - James Baldwin
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For more information and for latest updates on the numerous activities of the
Obijackson Foundation all over Nigeria, please visit our website www.obijacksonfoundation.com, like our Facebook page @ObijacksonFoundation or our
Instagram handle @ObijacksonFoundation.
For inquiries, kindly call us on +2349063224876 or mail us - info@obijacksonfoundation.com
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